








MEMORANDUM

Herewith is the House Democratic Caucus report for the 38th session of the Legislature. We take no little pride 
in the fact that it represents the best efforts of loyal members of the Democratic Party to carry out the wishes of 
their constituents, despite never-ending opposition from the Republican coalition in the House.

Although a caucus report normally concerns itself only with legislation, we have expanded the contents to 
include details and comment on the take-over of the House by a Republican coalition, Prospects are that this 
38th session of the House will be more than a mere footnote to history, for it represents a radical departure from 
our two-party system in a grab for power that led to one of the most ineffective sessions of the Legislature on 
record.

The Loyal 43 of 63

The appalling perfi dy of a handful of Democrats who turned against their party to join Republicans in taking 
control of the House resulted in a coalition which subverted wishes of the voters expressed at the polls in 
November, 1962. We entered the legislative session with 51 Democratic representatives against 48 Republicans. 
Then, with Machiavellian disregard for integrity in government, six Democrats joined the opposition party in a 
grab for power that transformed an ordinarily orderly House into a travesty on the traditional two-party system. 
Having assumed power, the Republican coalition then sought to abdicate its responsibility for legislation 
by naming “regular” Democrats to committee chairmanships. This move was recognized for what it was, a 
subterfuge by which the coalition sought to deny its failure to follow the precepts of good government. Loyal 
Democrats declined the chairmanships. In the meantime, the number of disloyal members of our party had 
grown to eight. That left 43 of us—“the loyal 43 of 63.” We are confi dent that in 1964 the voters throughout 
Washington will remember well “the loyal 43 of 63.”






















